
 

Thoughts, notices and reminders 
November 19 2017 

 

Don’t walk behind me; 

I may not lead. 

 

Don’t walk in front of me; 

I may not follow. 

 

Just walk with me 

And be my friend. 
Albert Camus 

 

Please feel free to contact Fr. Stephen at any time,   
but please remember that his usual day off is Friday. 
 Telephone: 01522 525621 mobile: 0794 371 5279 

e-mail: fr-stephen@stjohnthebaptistparishchurch.org.uk 
Fr Ruben Angelici  Telephone: 0774 145 3080 

Revd Philippa White 0747 495 8658 
Web site: www.stjohnthebaptistparishchurch.org.uk 

Any items for this weekly sheet should be received by Rachel Fleshbourne  
no later than Wednesday evening.  

If you would like to receive this weekly sheet by email, please e-mail Rachel: 
admin@stjohnthebaptistparishchurch.org.uk  

mailto:fr-stephen@stjohnthebaptistparishchurch.org.uk
http://beehive.thisislincolnshire.co.uk/stjohnbaptist
mailto:admin@stjohnthebaptistparishchurch.org.uk


THE PRAYER PAGE 

 

Saint’s Day Prayer in the parish Prayer in the diocese 

Sunday 
2 BEFORE 
ADVENT 

The PCC and Parish officers 
Phil Betts, David Rudeforth, Sue Young, 
PCC members 
Residents of: Ravendale Drive, 
Redbourne Drive, Retief Close, Retief 
View 

WORLD DAY OF 
REMEMBRANCE FOR 
ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS 
 

Monday  
St Edmund  
King of the East 
Angles 

Community Police and Neighbourhood 
Watch 
Residents of: Ridge View, Riseholme 
Road, Riverton Close, Riverton View 

THE ULCEBY GROUP 
 

Tuesday  
 

Rachel Fleshbourne, our parish 
administrator;  
Lenton Green and Cathedral View Court 
Residents of: Rolleston Close, Rothwell 
Road, Roughton Court, Ruckland Avenue 

BISHOP NORTON, 
WADDINGHAM AND 
SNITTERBY 
Revd Kathy Colwell 

Wednesday 
St Cecilia 
martyr 

Lincoln Castle Academy;  
Yarborough Leisure Centre and the 
Sports Hub 
Residents of: Rusland Close, Rushlip 
Close, Sanders Close, Sanders View 

WEST WOLD DEANERY 
Fr Steve Johnson  
(Rural Dean) 

Thursday 
St Clement  
Bishop of Rome 

Organist, Choir, vergers and servers 
Residents of: Scopwick Place,  
Searby Road, Sedgebrook Close, Stainton 
Gardens 

THE SWALLOW GROUP 
Fr Canon Ian Robinson 
 

Friday 
  

United Reformed Church 
The elders and people of the church 
Residents of: Stapleford Avenue, Steeping 
Court, Sturton Close, Sudbrooke Drive 

THE BARKWITH GROUP 
 

Saturday 
St Catherine of 
Alexandria  
Martyr 

The Estate Managers and council 
workers; postmen and women 
Residents of: Swaby Close, Tangshan 
Court, Tetney Close, Thoresway Drive 

MARKET RASEN, 
LINWOOD, LEGSBY AND 
LISSINGTON 
Fr Steve Johnson 

 
 

Give thanks for: Opportunities to share the love of Christ 

Special prayers 
this week for: 

People affected by the earthquake on the Iraq/Iran border 
Ermine Voices concert on Thursday;  
People working to build the new housing on the estate. 

People in need: Mary Bayston, Vicki and Terry Barnes, Doug Bradley, Fr John Clark, 
Ann Gray, Jan Hunter, Sarah Lusby, Sheila Lusby, Joan Pratt,  
Lyn Sawyer, Doug and Anita, Vanessa Williamson, Gerrard 

Rest in peace: Fr Gervase Babbington, Sybil Burton, Thomas Whitfield 

Coming up this week:  
 

Sunday 19 10:00am Eucharist 



11:30am Standing committee 

Tuesday 21 4:30pm Choir practice 

Wednesday 22 9:30am Eucharist with prayer for healing  

Thursday 23  
9:00am 
4:00pm 
7:30pm  

Ragtex collection 
Philippa taking assembly at St Francis 
Staff group meeting 
Ermine Voices concert 

Sunday 26 10:00am 
12:00pm

6:00pm 

Eucharist 
Baptisms 
Benediction 

 
Coming up soon:    

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
The Christmas Fair is only a few weeks away now. Raffle tickets are available, and we 
still need items that we can use at the Fair for the raffle, the tombola, the bric a brac 
stall and the chocolate tombola. There are boxes under the table at the back of the 
church for your donations, all of which will be very gratefully received. We still need 
some people to cover a couple of stalls, so please do get involved if you can! 
 

Monday 27 7:30pm St John’s Singers 

Tuesday 28 7:00pm Eucharist and PCC meeting 

Wednesday 29 9:30am Eucharist (St Andrew) 

Thursday 30 9:00am Fr Ruben taking assembly at St Francis 

Friday 1 2:00pm Getting ready for the Christmas Fair 

Saturday 2 11:00am-
2:00pm 

Christmas Fair 

Sunday 3 10:00am 
12:00pm 
  6:00pm 

Eucharist   
Baptisms 
Prayer for healing 

Monday 4 7:00pm Advent stations 

Tuesday 5 4:30pm  
 6:00pm 

Choir practice 
Brownie carol service 

Wednesday 6 9:30am 
10:30am 
11:15am 
12:00pm   

Eucharist  
Ruckland Court Eucharist  
Ermine House Eucharist 
Christmas Lunch club in the hall  

Thursday 7  2:45pm Fr Ruben taking assembly at Ermine Academy 

Sunday 10 10:00am
12:00pm 

Family Eucharist  
Parish Christmas dinner 

Monday 11 7:30pm St John’s Singers 

Tuesday 12 2:00pm Ermine Academy KS1 nativity in church 

Wednesday 13   9:30am 
1:00pm 

Eucharist with advent stations  
Knit and natter 

Thursday 14 2:00pm   
2:30pm   

Ermine Academy KS2 carol service in church 
Mothers Union advent carol service and tea 

Friday 15 10:00am Ermine Academy Christmas service in church 

Sunday 17 10:00am 
6:00pm   

Eucharist  
Carol service 



CAN YOU HELP ERMINE MUSIC GET 5000 VOTES? 

Ermine Music has registered with the Aviva Community Fund to try to qualify for a 
grant from Aviva. However, we need your help to get as many votes as possible to 
access a grant – 5000 votes is about what we need. You can vote by registering online 
at  
https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/17-5997 
You can have up to 10 votes. Please do help with this and share this information so 
that we can get as many votes as possible. If we get the funding, the money will be 
used to expand work with local schools and to help to set up a Lincoln North 
Children’s Choir. Please put this on your Facebook pages and get as many people 
involved as possible! 
 

RAGTEX COLLECTION 

Our next Ragtex collection is on Thursday THIS WEEK. If you have any unwanted 
fabrics please bring them to church no later than the day before please. Our last 
collection for Ragtex meant that the church received a cheque for £150 – the more we 
have to give them, the more we get back! 
 
CHRISTINGLE MAKING 
With Christmas Eve falling on a Sunday this year, it is obviously going to be difficult to 
get the Christingles made that day. So, we will be putting them together from 10:00am 
in church on the day before Christmas Eve (Saturday). We have been very efficient in 
getting around 120 made in around an hour, but the more people we have on board, 
the quicker we get it done! Put the date in your diary and we will look forward to 
seeing you there! 

 
ADVENT EXTRA 
What two connections link a renowned wildlife photographer, 
the actor Sean Bean, the 2004 Asian tsunami, children with life-
limiting illnesses learning taekwondo and a donkey called 
Simcha? The first connection is joy. (Even Simcha’s name is 
Hebrew for “joy”.) The second is that they all appear together in 
the latest edition of Advent Extra. ...and that’s not all. Advent 
Extra, with its theme of “Joy to the world”, also includes a 
pullout children’s Advent calendar and activity pages, daily 
prayerful reflections and lots, lots more. The season of Advent 
prepares us to joyfully celebrate Christmas. Doesn’t it make 
sense to make Advent Extra part of the process? Available now 
at the back of church priced £3.00 

POSADA 
 
Posada is an old Mexican tradition where young people dressed as 
Mary and Joseph travelled from house to house asking for a room 
for the night and telling people about the imminent arrival of Jesus 
in the weeks leading up to Christmas. On Christmas Eve they would 
visit the local church to re-enact the nativity and place figures of 

https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/17-5997


Mary and Joseph in a crib. Modern day Posada uses nativity figures 
of Mary and Joseph who travel from place to place. This gives each 
‘host’ the chance to create their own celebration in their home or 

place in the community, worshipping 
and reaching out to their communities 
with the real 
message of Christmas, making room for 
Jesus in their lives. All you need to do is 
add your name to the Journey Rota 
which you will find on the table at the 
back of church for a night that will suit 
you to ‘host’ Mary & Joseph. Another 

person from our community will make arrangements to bring the 
figures to your place at a time to suit both of you. For the evening 
you ‘host’ Mary & Joseph you can choose to do whatever you like. 
Why not invite friends and family to sing carols and to talk about 
the meaning of Christmas? Or you could use the prayers that come 
with the figures as your evening or morning prayer for that day. 
The next day you need to take Mary & Joseph to the next host on 
the Journey Rota, or we will arrange someone to collect the figures 
from you. It’s as simple as that. If you would like more information, 
please ask. 

If you would like to host the figures for a night during Advent, 
please sign up on the rota at the back of the church. It would be 
good if every evening in Advent were covered! 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 
If you would like to send a Christmas greeting to people at 
church and help raise funds for our charity, Warchild, all you 
need to do is to note your greeting below and leave it in the 
basket at the back of church or give it to your church visitor. 
Please place your greeting in a sealed envelope with your 
donation – if you wish to make a donation by cheque, 



please make the cheque payable to “St John the Baptist 
PCC”. All greetings in by December 10th please. Your 
greeting will be included in our Christmas greetings leaflet 
and our charity benefits as well – and don’t forget not to 
send anyone in church a Christmas Card, use the Christmas 
Greetings instead! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 
My message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My name .................................................................................................................... 
 
Please put this slip with your donation in the basket at the back of church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE ORIGINAL PLANS FOR THE CHURCH 
 
As reported last week, we have discovered some early sketches and plans 
for the church which we were not aware of. Last week, we published a 
design showing a very ambitious drawing for a church spire and belfry.  
 
This week, there is a drawing of the church which shows how much more 
extensive the original vision for the church was. However, it does present us 
with a bit of a mystery as the plan itself does say that this is a sketch for a 
proposed extension; however, there is no date on the plan so it impossible 
for us to determine at this stage whether this was part of the original plans 
or a later development. It seems however unlikely that this is a later plan as 



there are a couple of things that are different to the building as we now it 
and they would surely have accurately reproduced the building itself. 
 
There are several things to note: 
 
You will see the developed building area between the church and the 
church hall. This was intended to include two offices and an exhibition area, 
as well as providing a link corridor through to the church hall. 
 
This area also includes an enclosed garden area, and you might also note 
that the design for the pools at the side of the church is also a different 
shape to what we currently have. 
 
You might also notice some pencil drawings on the plan. These include: 
 
A boundary wall around the church itself, which I understand was intended 
to house cremated remains following funerals. 
 
A sketch for another bell tower at the front of the church, but also one for 
what appears to be a frame for a bell in front of the proposed new building. 
 



  
 

 



NEWS FROM WARCHILD 

We protect, educate and stand up for the rights of children in war 
 
We aim to reach children as early as possible when 
conflict breaks out, and stay on to support them - 
long after the TV cameras have gone home. 
We help keep them safe, give them an education, 
and equip them with skills for the future. We 
understand children’s needs, respect their rights, and 
put them at the centre of everything we do. Whether 
it's helping Syrian children access education, 
rehabilitating ex-child soldiers in the Central African Republic or 
seeking justice for young people detained in Afghanistan. We also work 
with children and young people to change systems and practices that affect 
them. We campaign on the root causes of conflict, and we demand that 
children are at the centre of all humanitarian responses. Our vital, life-
changing work covers four main areas: protection, education, livelihoods 
and campaigning.  
 
We work with children affected by war in 6 countries, Syria, Iraq, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Yemen, Afghanistan, Burundi, Central 
African Republic, Occupied Palestinian territories and Uganda, and are 
aiming to reach 260,000 children by 2019.  
 

8 things you may not know about Yemen  
1st November 2017 
 
1. Where is Yemen? 
Yemen is a country in Western Asia located on the southern end of the 
Arabian Peninsula.  
It's bordered on two sides by water - the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden - and 
by Saudi Arabia to the north and Oman to the east.  
It is the poorest country in the Middle East.  
 
2. Yemen is a place of religious importance and steeped in history. 
According to the Bible, Noah knew it as “the land of milk and honey” and 
the Three Wise Men presented the infant Jesus with myrrh and 
frankincense from its mountains. 
Some claim it is also the Queen of Sheba's home. 

https://www.warchild.org.uk/


 
 
3. Yemen was known for Frankincense and myrrh. 
Frankincense and myrrh are two luxury items that Yemen was known for. 
Nowadays, it is crude oil and coffee. 
 
4. Yemen spiralled into civil war in 2014. 
In 2011, waves of protests, inspired by the Arab Spring uprisings in Tunisia 
and Egypt, forced then-President Ali Abdallah Saleh to resign. 
The country spiralled into civil war in 2014 and, despite peace initiatives, 
fighting continues today. 
 
5. Yemen has a young population. 
41% of Yemenis are under the age of 15, compared to around 18% in the 
UK. 
 
6. Yemen has the world's worst cholera outbreak. 
Today Yemen is experiencing the world’s worst Cholera outbreak – 1 in 
every 51 Yemenis has been infected. 
 
7. Millions of people are displaced. 
Since the fighting started, 3 million people have been internally displaced. 
 
8. There's a humanitarian crisis. 
60% of the population are food insecure and 76% of the population are in 
need of humanitarian aid. 
 
This information is reproduced with permission from the Warchild website. You can 

find out more about their work by checking out their website or reading the literature 

at the back of church. 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 


